
Faucheux (HB 110) Act No. 1243

Prior law provided in the Code of Civil Procedure that a Louisiana court has
jurisdiction of an adoption proceeding if either: (1) The person who has legal
custody of the child is domiciled, or the child is lawfully, in this state, and the
court has personal jurisdiction over the adoptive parent; or, (2) If the adoptive
parent is domiciled in this state and the court has personal jurisdiction over the
legal custodian.  Under new law, in order for the court to have jurisdiction
over an adoption proceeding, a surrendering parent or a prospective adoptive
parent must be domiciled in Louisiana, the child is born in Louisiana, or the
child is in the custody of the Department of Social Services (DSS).

Prior law provided in the Children's Code that at least one of the parties in a
Louisiana adoption (i.e., a surrendering parent, a prospective adoptive parent,
or a licensed child-placing agency) must be legally domiciled in Louisiana.
New law eliminates the licensed child-placing agency as one of the parties
whose domicile can establish state jurisdiction and requires that in a Louisiana
adoption proceeding that either a surrendering parent or a prospective adoptive
parent must be legally domiciled in Louisiana, the child is born in Louisiana,
or that the child be in the custody of DSS.  New law further provides that if the
surrendering parent is not domiciled in Louisiana, then the agency must be
accepting a surrender on behalf of a prospective adoptive parent who is
domiciled in Louisiana, on behalf of a child born in Louisiana, or on behalf of
a child who is in the custody of DSS.  New law further requires that the act of
surrender include a declaration that either a surrendering parent or a
prospective adoptive parent is domiciled in Louisiana, that the child is born in
Louisiana, or on behalf of a child who is in the custody of DSS.

Effective January 1, 2000.

(Amends C.C.P. Art. 10(A)(1) and Ch.C. Arts. 1109, 1117, and 1122(F)(4)
and (5)[Mother's and Father's Surrender Form]; Adds Ch.C. Art. 1122(B)(9))


